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RS OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS
° AUSTIN
GEmALD C, MANN
ATTORREY GENERAL
Honoratle Burl Brittein
County Auditor
Sen Patriocic County
Sinton, Texas
Dear Sir: Opiniocn Ro. 4
Re: May the cous 1esa y ray

the expenses o county

P42, requesting the opin-

Your letter ¢ ;
atated question reads

jon of this departmey

y.opinion

the County al-~
e County Judge, or
izen, as County

[ J81 Defenze, such ex~
neurred as travelins eXponses
« BnI. Civilian Defense Schools

@ have carefully considered the guestion present-
ed in your ixguiry and feil to find any statute or other au-
thority asuthorizing the payment of the above menticned ex-~
pans~s by the county out of any oounty fund or funds,

It is well estedlished in this State that the Com=~
missioners' Court has only such authority as is expressly
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conferred or necessarily implled upon it by the statutes
and Constitution of this State.

An officer may aot claim or reach any money with-
out a law authorizing him to do so, and cleerly affixing
the amount to which he is entitled, (Tex. Jur., Vol. 34,
pe 511; Duclos v. Harrls Couaty, 298 S. W. 417; Binford v,
Robinson, 244 S, W. 807)

The Constitution fixes the compensation of cer-
tain officers, end authorizes the Legisleature to provide by
law for the coxpensation of all other officers, servants,
agents and public contrectors. PFursuant tc the authority
thus conferred numerous statutes have been passed fixing
the compensetion of verious classes of officers. However,
as above stated, we rail to find any authority suthorizing
ths payment of the above mentioned sxpenses out of county

funds,

Tharefore, we respsctfully answer the above stat-
ed question in the negative.

Yours very truly

ATTORNEY GINERAL OF TEXAS

Jloolll ilitbrmar
By

Ardell Williems
Asslstant
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